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From Jan. 13

City-wide boil order lifted after water main break
Jamie Bradley, editor 

The City of Highwood is-
sued a city-wide boil order 
on Jan. 13 following a wa-
ter main break in the City’s 
transmission water main on 
Jan. 12. 

The break occurred near 
the intersection of Sheridan 
Road and Webster Avenue 
in Highwood, causing water 
service to be shut off to resi-
dents in the area. Water ser-

vice has since been restored 
and the boil order was lifted 
the following morning on 
Jan. 14, following a test to 
ensure the water was safe to 
drink.  

After the boil order was 
lifted, the City recommend-
ed that residents flush build-
ing waterlines and purge all 
water-using fixtures and ap-
pliances of standing water 
and ice. 

Highwood Mayor Charlie 

Pecaro sent out a statement 
after the water main break, 
commending the hard work 
of City staff in quickly re-
sponding to the incident. 

“Last night we learned 
a lot about ourselves as a 
city,” Pecaro said. “It was 
again reinforced that our 
employees are a strength, 
braving below-freezing 
temperatures for over six 
hours fixing the break. ... 
Meanwhile other staff [got] 

back to work and [sent] out 
information to news chan-
nels, [updated] our website 
and Facebook, [sent] out 
reverse 911 phone calls and 
[answered] questions for 
aldermen and residents. All 
this was completed within 
an hour of knowing all wa-
ter service was off in the 
city.”

For more information, 
contact the City of High-
wood Water Department 

at (847) 432-3730 or visit 
Highwood’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/

cityofhighwood.
To sign up for Breaking News 
Alerts, visit HPLandmark.com

HigHland Park City CounCil 

Medical cannabis dispensary zoning rules approved
Nicki koettiNg, assistant editor

The Highland Park City 
Council approved an amend-
ment to its zoning regula-
tions in order to establish 
where medical cannabis 
dispensaries and cultivation 
centers could be located in 
the city at its Monday, Jan. 
12 meeting.

The council unanimous-
ly voted to establish zon-
ing regulations for medical 
cannabis dispensaries and 
cultivation centers in high-
way commercial, light in-
dustry and health care zon-
ing districts in Highland 
Park. However, the council 
requested a buffer area for 
residential areas abutting the 
highway commercial and in-
dustrial districts.

Under the state’s new 
four-year Medical Canna-
bis Pilot Program Act, three 
medical marijuana dispen-
saries are permitted in Lake 
County. Several neighboring 
municipalities have already 
completed the zoning code 
revisions necessary to allow 
a dispensary, which include 
Glencoe, Northbrook, Lin-
colnshire and Lake Bluff, 

according to the City of 
Highland Park.

If established in Highland 
Park, a dispensary would 
most likely be located along 
U.S. Highway 41. However, 
a medical cannabis cultiva-
tion center would not be 
allowed in Highland Park, 
because under state law a 
cultivation center may not 
be located within 2,500 feet 
of a school or day care, or an 
area exclusively zoned for 
residential use. There are no 
properties that could be used 
for a cultivation center that 
meet this requirement in the 
city. A dispensary may not 
be located within 1,000 feet 
of a school or day care.  

The vote about medical 
marijuana zoning regula-
tions came after months of 
Highland Park Plan Com-
mission meetings and pub-
lic hearings, in which staff 
and plan commission mem-
bers drafted and refined the 
zoning laws required to ac-
commodate possible future 
dispensaries and cultivation 
centers in Highland Park. 

At its Oct. 7, 2014, meet-
ing, the plan commission 
unanimously approved the 

findings of fact and zoning 
code amendments and the 
ordinance was passed along 
to the Highland Park City 
Council for consideration. 
These zoning code amend-
ments include limits to the 
types of signage a medical 
cannabis dispensary could 
use. 

At the Jan. 12 city coun-
cil meeting, Councilman 
Anthony Blumberg asked 
Highland Park Police Chief 
Paul Shafer about the safety 
issues involved in a medical 
marijuana dispensary open-
ing in Highland Park.

Shafer responded that he 
is confident that possible fu-
ture Highland Park dispen-
saries will be safe. 

“In speaking with two dif-
ferent individuals who have 
made [dispensary] proposals 
and have gone through ex-
tensive renovations of build-
ings, they had what I thought 
were some rather innovative 
ways of doing business, 
[such as] allowing one per-
son at a time to come in. ... 
They’ve [talked] about hav-
ing a showroom or display 
room, where quantities are 
not kept, they’re locked in 

the back,” Shafer said. “I’ve 
seen some very clever ways 
they’re doing business and 
want to safeguard their busi-
ness itself, their employees 
and the public.”

Highland Park resident 
Mimi Brin thanked the 
council for its support of the 
buffer zones for residential 
areas near the highway com-
mercial and industrial dis-
tricts.

“I’m specifically con-
cerned by the natural buffers 
that are the railroad tracks,” 
Brin said. “[Especially] a 
community that is just west 
of the railroad tracks. It is a 
very densely populated com-
munity with lots of young 
families and children. And 
I know that there are other 
communities very similar 
to ours that follow just west 
of the railroad tracks. I do 
appreciate the fact that you 
are recognizing that there 
should be extra buffers to 
protect those areas.”

Resident Leslie Temple, 
however, made the point that 
medical cannabis dispen-
saries don’t pose a threat to 
public safety.

“When we look from a 

safety standpoint, who are 
these customers that are 
coming to a dispensary? 
These are folks who are 
hardly a threat to our public 
safety,” Temple said. “Based 
on the outstanding law en-
forcement we have already, I 
am personally not concerned 
as a citizen that we will have 
any issues with safety. With 
the security that’s required 
for these dispensaries, I also 
feel confident that this will 
be OK.”

Resident Judith Perlman 
shared her experience with 
the council as a cancer pa-
tient, saying that using can-
nabis was very helpful for 
her treatment. She supports 
zoning laws that allow a dis-
pensary opening in Highland 
Park.

“If I had to go through 
that again, in light of the 
laws that have been passed, 
[I would not] want to drive 
to some community in Lake 
County,” Perlman said. “I’d 
like to be able to, if I had to 
go through [chemotherapy] 
again, to go to some place 
in Highland Park that was 
well-lit, with lots of traffic, 
and be able to purchase the 

necessary medication for 
myself. I hope you vote for 
the zoning so that it’s in a 
reasonable, well-lit, highly 
trafficked area in Highland 
Park ... and we find some 
place to put a dispensary in 
Highland Park.” 

While the state of Illi-
nois originally required in 
the Medical Cannabis Pilot 
Program Act that zoning 
requirements in cities must 
be in place before licenses 
could be issued for dispensa-
ries and cultivation centers, 
the state has now set up a 
system in which one could 
apply for a license while 
zoning requirements are in 
the process of being final-
ized at the local level. This 
allowed possible dispensary 
candidates to submit their 
licensing applications while 
the City of Highland Park 
was wrapping up its zoning 
code changes. 

Anyone interested in op-
erating a dispensary in High-
land Park would be required 
to obtain a license from the 
state and apply to the City 
for a conditional use permit. 

Pictured is a Highwood intersection, flooded following the 
Jan. 12 water main break. photo Submitted


