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HigHland Park City CounCil

City Council rejects plan for assisted living facility
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

The Spectrum Retirement 
Communities assisted liv-
ing facility will not be built 
on the southwest corner of 
Compton and Livingston 
avenues, the Highland Park 
City Council voted during its 
Monday, March 24 meeting. 
The proposed zoning map 
amendment and special use 
permit for Spectrum was de-
nied, and the project will not 
move forward. 

Originally, the Highland 
Park Plan Commission ap-
proved and recommended 
to the City Council a zoning 
change that would amend 
the zoning of the 2.9 acres of 
land from a single-family res-
idential district to a multiple-
family residential district, as 
well as the special use permit 
that allows a care facility to 
be built. 

After much debate in their 
Feb. 24 meeting, City Coun-
cil members were wary about 
the zoning change but ap-
proved the special use per-
mit for the facility. They ap-
proved the resolution at that 
meeting, with the condition 
that they would consider 
changing the entire neigh-
borhood’s zoning in order to 
avoid spot-zoning the land.

The resolution to amend 
the zoning map and give a 
special use permit to Spec-
trum came up again during 
the March 24 meeting, during 
which at least 15 Highland 
Park residents were in atten-
dance to speak against build-
ing the proposed assisted liv-
ing facility. 

Several residents living 
near the proposed develop-
ment area were concerned 
about the assisted living fa-
cility’s effect on the storm 
drainage system in the neigh-
borhood. There is a pipe that 
drains water in the neighbor-
hood to the Skokie River, 
but residents were distressed 

about the area’s propen-
sity to flood and if the Spec-
trum buildings would cause 
more flooding.

“I have yet to see a time 
when there isn’t sitting water 
on the pipe there,” Highland 
Park resident Beverly Rosen-
stein said at the meeting. 

Rosenstein continued that 
there is a need in Highland 
Park for an assisted living 
facility, but that it should 
be built downtown, not in a 
neighborhood.

“I think that the assisted 
living facility needs to be 
around downtown Highland 
Park, where the intended res-
idents can have the benefit of 
an appropriate environment,” 
she said, “and the businesses 
in downtown Highland Park 
can have the benefit of hav-
ing people living there.” 

Other residents com-
plained that they were not 
notified about the proposed 
project, although the attor-
ney for the developer, David 
Shaw, insisted that the devel-
oper was required to send out 
notices to all residents living 
within 400 feet of the pro-
posed development. 

Highland Park resident 
Cynthia Cash said that she 
was not notified of the pro-
posed development and that 
building the Spectrum assist-
ed living facility would de-
crease neighboring residents’ 
quality of life. 

“I also was not notified,” 
she said. “I really would’ve 
appreciated being notified. 
Also, I think it’s important 
to think about the quality of 
life [for the people who live 
across the street]. We’ve had 
rainfalls where the river over-
flowed; there’s going to be an 
influx of traffic ... All these 
things scare me. I think there 
was a flaw in how we weren’t 
notified. [This] changes [resi-
dents’] quality of life.”

After Highland Park resi-
dents spoke, City Council 

members shared their res-
ervations about the project 
as well. 

Councilman Anthony 
Blumberg was conflicted on 
the issue. 

“The piece of property is 
very difficult to develop — 
it’s going to be developed no 
matter what and flooding is 
always going to be an issue,” 
Blumberg said. “[But] in or-
der to do this development, 
the zoning will be inconsis-
tent with the other zoning. 
The use may be inconsistent 
with the rest of the neigh-
borhood. I will not be able 
to vote in favor of the zon-
ing change.” 

Mayor Nancy Rotering 
said that she recognizes that 
Highland Park needs an as-

sisted living facility, but “ev-
eryone would be happier” if 
it was not built on Compton 
and Livingston. 

“Please find another place 
in this community,” she said, 
addressing officials from 
Spectrum Retirement Com-
munities. 

On the other hand, council-
man David Naftzger spoke 
about how Spectrum would 
be an asset to the Highland 
Park community.

“Something will be de-
veloped on this property 
eventually,” Naftzger said. 
“It has significant value and 
[contributes] to the public 
good. People who need as-
sisted living can still live in 
Highland Park. We shouldn’t 
overlook that.” 

Councilman Dan-
iel Kaufman agreed 
with Naftzger. 

“I heard concerns on both 
sides of the issue and I read 
the traffic study and talked 
to the Public Works Depart-
ment,” he said. “[The proj-
ect] will be done as taste-
fully as possible, and there’s 
a real need in the community 
[for this].”

In the end, though, the 
council voted down the 
zoning map amendment 
and special use permit for 
Spectrum Retirement Com-
munities 4-3, with council 
members Paul Frank, Rote-
ring, Blumberg and Alyssa 
Knobel dissenting and Kim 
Stone, Kaufman and Naf-
tzger approving.

Highland Park progresses into second year 
of Economic Development Strategic Plan
StAff RepoRt

The Highland Park City 
Council formally accepted 
the Economic Develop-
ment Strategic Plan 2014-
2015 at its Monday, March 
24 meeting. The plan, 
which began in 2013, artic-
ulates a set of measurable 
strategies and actions to 
facilitate economic growth 
and new opportunities for 
2014 through calendar 
year 2015.

“The plan identifies more 
than 30 aggressive initia-
tives including strategies to 
follow to work with prop-
erty owners, businesses, 
retailers, brokers and oth-
ers for continued economic 
prosperity and enhanced 
vitality of the City,” Dep-
uty City Manager Ghida 
Neukirch said.

The plan includes on-
going programs such as 

meeting with local busi-
nesses, and plans for the 
second Annual Business 
Summit; a successful event 
that pertains to the City’s 
economic growth and busi-
ness opportunities in the 
community. New this year 
is a proposal to replace the 
City’s static business direc-
tory signs in the Central 
Business District. A num-
ber of policy initiatives 
will also be considered.

The plan, which was up-
dated based on Council, 
public and staff feedback, 
encompasses four over-
arching goals: Promote and 
retain existing businesses; 
attract new business to the 
city; seek opportunities to 
rejuvenate and revitalize 
the city through economic 
development efforts; and 
coordinate economic de-
velopment efforts with 
business districts, organi-

zations, and regional and 
state partners. 

Carolyn Hersch, eco-
nomic development coor-
dinator, said, “Communi-
cation with our business 
community is imperative 
and critical to the success 
of our business efforts.” 

The City issues a busi-
ness electronic newsletter 
and encourages anyone 
interested to sign up at the 
City’s web site. Hersch 
works diligently with prop-
erty owners, businesses and 
others to advance business 
efforts in the community.

The City’s Economic 
Development Work Plan 
can be viewed on the City’s 
website at www.cityhpil.
com and regular updates 
on will be made using the 
City’s communication 
tools such as the High-
lander, electronic news 
and website.

HP business 
owner dies 
in Florida 
plane crash
JAmie BRAdley, editor 

Owner of Highland Park’s 
The Glass Man Inc. died 
following a plane crash in 
Clearwater, Fla., on Satur-
day, March 22. 

Jeffrey Bronken, 53, of 
Round Lake, passed away 
after his plane crashed near 
the intersection of McMul-
len Booth and Enterprise 
roads in Clearwater, Fla., 
around 4 a.m. on March 22, 
according to a press release 
from the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Detectives determined 
Bronken’s plane, a single-
engine 1980 Piper aircraft, 
left a Chicago-area airport 
sometime around 6:30 p.m. 
on March 21. The plane was 
enroute to St. Pete/Clearwa-
ter Airport prior to crashing 
a few miles north of the air-
port, the release said. 

Bronken’s 15-year-old 
daughter, Katherine, and her 
15-year-old friend, Keyana 
Linbo, also of Round Lake, 
were in the plane at the time 
of the crash. They were 
transported to an area hos-
pital with serious injuries.

In an updated release 
on March 26, the Pinel-
las County Sheriff’s office 
reported that Katherine 
had died of her injuries. 
Linbo, the release said, re-
mained in the hospital in 
stable condition. 

The Pinellas County De-
tectives are currently as-
sisting the Federal Aviation 
Administration and National 
Transportation Safety Board 
in the investigation, the re-
port said. The investigation 
into the crash is ongoing. 


