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Meet interim city councilwoman Michelle Holleman
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

Michelle Holleman is a 
writer and communications 
consultant by day, and a 
grassroots community orga-
nizer by night.

The new interim Highland 
Park city councilwoman has 
lived in Highland Park for 
17 years, and in those years 
she has been involved in 
many different community 
organizations — from fund-
raising for The Family Net-
work to being involved with 
the local Boy Scouts troop 
and the Highland Park Pres-
byterian Church, to helping 
found Friends of Rosewood 
Beach and the Community 
Leaders Educating and Ad-
vocating for the Referendum 
in District 113 organization. 

Holleman grew up in 
Northbrook and attended 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, where 
she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in communications. 
She worked as an editor of 
Northwestern University’s 
graduate school and research 
program publications for 
two years, where she also 
received a master’s degree 
in higher education admin-
istration. 

She then worked as an as-
sociate director of marketing 
and communication at Lake 
Forest College for seven 
years, and then became a 
part-time writer and commu-
nications consultant when 
she and her husband, Tom, 
started a family.

Holleman was drawn to 
writing and marketing jobs 
because she liked the graph-
ic design it involved, and as 
her career evolved over the 
years, “writing just seemed 
to be a good fit,” Holle-
man said. 

She used her skills for 
communication when she 
founded her first grassroots 
community organization, 
Friends of Rosewood Beach. 

Holleman was very inter-

ested in the Park District’s 
announcement that it was 
launching its second plan to 
renovate Rosewood Beach.

“I was excited because it 
looked so much more rea-
sonable and it looked like 
the kind of plan that really 
heard from the community 
and tried to take into account 
the needs of the communi-
ty,” she said. 

However, she said, the 
project had opposition.

“I heard opposition to it, 
and I wanted to share my in-
put,” Holleman said. “And it 

turns out that when I started 
asking our friends and the 
people in our neighborhood 
what they thought of [the 
Rosewood Beach construc-
tion project], everyone was 
very supportive of it. We 
wanted to make sure that 
we had that voice heard and 
so a couple of us founded 
Friends of Rosewood. And 
that was just to get informa-
tion out and let people know 
what was happening and to 
straighten out some miscon-
ceptions and clarify some 
information, just so people 

have the facts.
“There was organized op-

position [to the project], but 
there was nothing organized 
in favor of it. So that was my 
entree to grassroots organiz-
ing.”

Holleman was hooked, 
and loved learning from 
her experience with Friends 
of Rosewood. 

“We were able to gather 
information and help shape 
the decision for the Park Dis-
trict,” she said. “And it gave 
me an exciting opportunity 
and it gave me the apprecia-

tion for the idea that there 
really are two sides to every 
story, and of the importance 
of listening. You really have 
to listen to people who don’t 
agree with you [and hear] 
both sides.”

The next thing Holleman 
knew, the referendum for 
district 113 was coming up 
and suddenly, she said, she 
was sitting around a table 
with a bunch of community 
leaders discussing the refer-
endum.

“The supporters had dis-
banded, but the opposition 
had stayed together,” Hol-
leman said. “So we again 
needed to have that other 
voice, the advocacy side of 
it, and say, you know what, 
this is in the best interest of 
our community. We ended 
up launching the campaign 
to support the referendum. It 
was a chance to meet with a 
lot of great people and learn 
about how a community 
comes together to support a 
cause, [as well as being] my 
introduction to a bigger side 
of a political campaign.”

When Holleman heard 
about the city council posi-
tion opening, she thought it 
was a “natural progression” 
for her, she said. 

“The C.L.E.A.R project 
gave me an idea of what 
that kind of service would 
involve, and it got me in-

terested. When the oppor-
tunity came up, I thought it 
was worth pursuing to see if 
I could be of service to the 
council,” Holleman said. 

Holleman was officially 
appointed to the interim 
position at the City Coun-
cil meeting on July 28, and 
will serve on the council un-
til May 2015. She said that 
she’s looking forward to 
working with the other City 
Council members and sup-
porting the City’s goals of 
fiscal stability, building its 
infrastructure and support-
ing public safety, especially 
as part of the City’s budget-
ing process. She wants to 
serve the City Council as a 
conduit to the community, 
“to do a lot of listening and 
sharing,” she said. 

Holleman said that her 
experience with writing and 
marketing will be useful in 
her job as a city council-
woman. 

“After having been a writ-
er, [I’m] used to listening 
and translating,” Holleman 
said. “When it comes down 
to budget and pensions and 
topics that are big and hard, 
I’m used to taking that infor-
mation and breaking it down 
and making it understand-
able. Hopefully I can contin-
ue to do that and to serve the 
City at the same time.”
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“After having been a writer, [I’m] 
used to listening and translating. 
I’m used to taking ... information 
and breaking it down and making 
it understandable. Hopefully I can 
continue to do that and to serve 
the City at the same time.”
Michelle Holleman  — Interim city councilwoman 
on her preparedness for her new role


