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HigHland Park Plan Commission

Zoning requirements for medical 
marijuana dispensaries discussed
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

The Highland Park Plan Com-
mission continued its public hearing 
from July 29 regarding amending 
the Highland Park zoning code to 
establish local zoning regulations for 
medical cannabis dispensaries and 
cultivation centers at its Tuesday, 
Aug. 19 meeting.

During the meeting, Linda Sloan, 
AICP planning division manager 
and staff liason to the Plan Com-
mission, updated the commission on 
state regulations resulting from the 
new Illinois Compassionate Use of 
Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act 
as well as the zoning, parking, con-
ditional use standards and signage 
requirement changes needed to ac-
commodate possible future medical 
cannabis dispensaries and cultiva-
tion centers in Highland Park.

Although Highland Park could 
possibly be home to one of three 
medical marijuana dispensaries ar-
riving in Lake County, currently, un-
der state law, the city cannot legally 
host a medical marijuana cultiva-
tion center. 

“Because of the state [law requir-
ing a] distance buffer between [cul-
tivation centers] and public schools 
and day care centers, right now there 
is no place in the City of Highland 
Park in eligible zoning districts un-
der state law where one could host a 
cultivation center,” Sloan said. 

The application period for those 
wishing to become licensed to oper-
ate a dispensary or cultivation center 
in Illinois is fast approaching, Sept. 
8-22, Sloan reported. 

However, Sloan said, while the 
state of Illinois originally required in 
the Medical Cannabis Pilot Program 
Act that zoning requirements in cit-
ies must be in place before licenses 

could be issued for dispensaries and 
cultivation centers, the state has 
now set up a system in which one 
could apply for a license while zon-
ing requirements are in the process 
of being finalized at the local level. 
This buys the City of Highland Park 
more time to wrap up its zoning code 
changes while not discouraging pos-
sible candidates from submitting 
their licensing applications. 

“If we stay on schedule with what 
we are [discussing] tonight, we are 
scheduled to finish on Sept. 22,” 
Sloan said. “That should work out 
with anyone who comes to us and 
wants an application.” 

Sloan added that she has already 
received a call from someone ask-
ing for an application for a special 
use permit to establish a dispensary 
in Highland Park, although the City 
isn’t finished amending its zoning 
code yet.  

After Sloan’s updated report on 

state laws regarding medical mari-
juana dispensary centers, the com-
missioners and Sloan discussed what 
a future dispensary in Highland Park 
could look like. 

It will be approximately 3,000 
square feet or less in size and include 
a delivery and loading bay with 
locked and secured overhead doors, 
Sloan said. The dispensary will also 
have a separate trash container with 
locked access, enclosed in the build-
ing, so as to prevent people from 
scavenging in the dispensary’s trash 
for medical marijuana. 

The parking space ratio require-
ment for dispensaries is currently 
four spaces per 1,000 square feet, 
Sloan said, which is modeled after 
parking space requirements for phar-
macies. 

“It seems like a lot of spaces are 
required for a dispensary,” com-
mission member Adam Glazer said. 
“Wouldn’t a dispensary have a lot 

less use than a pharmacy?”
Sloan responded that as many as 

3,000 individuals may be assigned 
to receive their medicine from one 
dispensary. 

“I think that it’s possible that there 
might be some wait time when peo-
ple get there,” she said. “Especially 
because the state law says that they 
can only wait on a certain number 
of people at a time ... I don’t think 
it’s going to be as quick as a phar-
macy. It’s not like a prescription that 
can be called in by a physician; I 
think there’s some level of decision 
making and discussion that goes on 
between a qualifying patient and an 
operator of a dispensary when they 
go in to purchase it.”

During the public hearing, Chi-
cago resident Brad Zerman asked 
about the timeline of an ordinance 
regarding this issue being estab-
lished in Highland Park. 

“Although the deadline to apply 
for a license is Sept. 22, without 
Highland Park setting its ordinance 
in place in the next week or two, that 
would probably preclude potential 
dispensary applicants from invest-
ing some significant monies to se-
cure these locations,” Zerman said. 
“Without the ordinance in place, I 
don’t think people will put forth an 
investment of tens of thousands of 
dollars in a location.”

Stolberg answered that the best 
case scenario for establishing a 
medical cannabis dispensary ordi-
nance in Highland Park is the end 
of September. 

The Plan Commission then unani-
mously approved a motion to consid-
er more information about the medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries, written 
out in the form of an ordinance text 
with comments from corporation 
counsel, at its Sept. 2 meeting. 

Sewage 
Treatment 
Building to be 
demolished
StAff RepoRt

The Park District of High-
land Park Board of Com-
missioners has approved 
a contract with American 
Demolition Corporation 
of Elgin for demolition of 
the North Shore Sewerage 
Treatment Plant building 
located at Millard Park, 15 
Ravine Drive.    

Demolition work is ex-
pected to begin Sept. 2 with 
an anticipated completion 
date of Oct. 16, barring any 
unforeseen weather delays. 
The scope of the project 
will be to demolish the ex-
isting structure and return 
the site to a natural, passive 
beach area.

“Having a beautiful lake 
front is an invaluable re-
source for the Highland 
Park community,” said Scott 
Meyers, board president for 
the Park District of Highland 
Park. “When the Park Dis-
trict started the Rosewood 
Beach renovation project 
last year, restoring Millard 
Park to a quiet passive beach 
was part of that plan. We are 
delighted to be able to pro-
vide this important resource 
to our community.”   

The North Shore Sanitary 
District Sewerage Treatment 
Plant was decommissioned 
in 1977 and ownership was 
transferred to the Park Dis-
trict of Highland Park from 
NSSD. Earlier this year, 
the park district submitted 
and received approval for 
the demolition project from 
the City of Highland Park 
Preservation Committee and 
Natural Resources Commis-
sion as well as permits from 
other regulatory agencies.

Round IT up
A brief recap of Plan Commission action Aug. 19

• The Plan Commission unanimously approved staff drafted findings 

of fact that recommend to the City Council the approval of a proposed 

special use development at 515-545 Roger Williams Ave. 

• The Plan Commission unanimously approved a motion for staff to 

draft findings of fact for proposed zoning code text amendments to 

include “Community and Recreation Centers” as a permitted use in 

the “B4” commercial service district for the Highland Park Community 

House, 1991 Sheridan Road. 

• The Plan Commission unanimously approved a motion for staff to 

draft findings of fact for proposed zoning map amendments to change 

the zoning district designation of the Highland Park Community 

House from a medium to high density residential district to a “B4” 

commercial service district.

• The Plan Commission unanimously approved a motion for staff 

to draft findings of fact regarding reducing the required off-street 

parking spaces for the Community House.


