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HigHland Park City CounCil

Joint youth services program with Family Network, 
Highland Park Community House approved 
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

The Highland Park City Council 
unanimously approved an agree-
ment between the City of High-
land Park, Family Network and 
the Highland Park Community 
House for a shared youth servic-
es program at its Monday, Aug. 
25 meeting. 

The shared youth services pro-
gram will essentially replicate the 
current Firehouse Youth Program 
in Highland Park, but will be lo-
cated at the Highland Park Com-
munity House and will be staffed 
by employees of the Family 
Network. Don Miner, the City’s 
manager of youth and senior ser-
vices, will work at the youth ser-
vices program at the Highland 
Park Community House for at 
least a year. The Firehouse Youth 
Program and building will close.

Deputy City Manager Ghida 
Neukirch reported at the City 
Council meeting that this inter-
governmental agreement for a 
shared youth services program 
seemed like the best option for 
the City, considering that the Fire-
house Youth Program would need 
an estimated $175,000 to repair 
its building, or approximately 
$350,000 over five years. 

“These are the increased costs 
the City would have to incur to 
maintain operations at Firehouse,” 
Neukirch said. “The City’s goal is 
to continue to provide after-school 
programs and services in a safe, 
enriching, fun and educational en-
vironment, and to do so most cost 
effectively. We feel that a partner-
ship with an established, well-re-
spected nonprofit such as Family 
Network and operating from the 
Highland Park Community House 
will achieve that goal.”

Neukirch added that the Family 
Network currently offers an edu-
cational enrichment program for 
students in kindergarten through 
fifth grade, therefore “creating a 
natural transition for the elemen-

tary school program into our 
middle school program,” she said. 
Neukirch also said that the Com-
munity House offers an area for 
doing homework and activities 
and it is centrally located between 
two schools and offers an out-
door playground for the kids who 
come there. 

However, a few Highland Park 
residents didn’t see it that way.

Two students at Elm Place Mid-
dle School and current attendees 
of the Firehouse Youth Center 
spoke about how much they love 
the Firehouse and its after-school 
programs and that they enjoy 
the current location of the youth 
center. They also expressed their 

disapproval of moving the youth 
services program to the basement 
in the Highland Park Communi-
ty House. 

Highland Park resident and par-
ent Elizabeth Mach voiced simi-
lar concerns.

“The Firehouse is a tremendous 
resource for our students in High-
land Park,” Mach said. “I think 
the space it’s going into is a small, 
cramped space. I understand that 
it’s temporary, but there is no 
discussion of a permanent space 
and where it would be. ... If you 
move the Firehouse from its loca-
tion now, you will lose parents and 
you will lose children. ... I respect 
the intentions of saving money, 

but the Firehouse needs to remain 
as is.”

Heather Donnelly, a Highland 
Park resident and parent, also dis-
agreed with the use of the space 
for youth services programming. 

“I also had my son go into this 
building when he was younger, 
and it is not a comfortable space. 
It’s a one room space,” Donnelly 
said. “It’s not going to be divided 
up into a usable way for students 
wishing to do their homework. 
I just don’t see that it is the best 
way that Highland Park can come 
up with for this group of individu-
als.” 

Mayor Nancy Rotering re-
sponded to residents’ comments 

about the issue. 
“Our whole goal with moving 

this [program] and with hopeful-
ly reinvigorating this is to make 
it a more robust program and to 
bring the kids back,” Rotering 
said. “This is a temporary fix. ... 
It’s $350,000 over the next few 
years to get the [Firehouse Youth 
Center] building to be where it 
needs to be, to be safe. My goal 
is to build the program, not to kill 
the program [and] to make it more 
accessible to more people and to 
make it a better program. ... We 
would rather put money into youth 
services programming rather than 
into fixing up an old building.”

City councilman Paul Frank 
agreed with Rotering and clarified 
that the Highland Park Commu-
nity House is a temporary location 
for youth services programming. 

“I think it’s important that ev-
erybody recognizes that this is a 
temporary location,” Frank said. 
“The Firehouse costs are substan-
tial and real — $175,000 per year. 
No one is stepping up to provide 
youth services. The City is. We 
think this is a good next step.”

Jordan Friedman, the director 
of Family Network, also spoke at 
the meeting. 

“It’s not a perfect location, but 
it’s the program and the people 
who run it and the kids who come 
[who make the program work],” 
Friedman said.

The City Council then unani-
mously approved the shared youth 
services agreement.

The Firehouse youth services 
programming will relocate to the 
Highland Park Community House 
the week of Nov. 24, with an ex-
pected opening date of Dec. 1 at 
the Community House. 

Family Network will being 
operating the youth services pro-
gram at the Community House on 
Jan. 5, 2015, with the City provid-
ing transitional support, according 
to City documents. 

news

Appeal to reduce demolition delay rejected
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

An appeal to the Highland Park 
City Council by Elise and Steve 
Dayan to reduce a demolition de-
lay on their property located at 
310 Cedar Ave. from 365 days to 
180 days was rejected at the coun-
cil’s Monday, Aug. 25 meeting. 

A demolition application was 
submitted for the house in 2008 
from a previous owner, and the 
house appeared before the High-
land Park Historic Preservation 
Commission that year for a de-
molition review. The Historic 
Preservation Commission en-
acted a 365-day demolition delay 
on the property, based on three 
standards that, if met by the prop-
erty, fulfill the commission’s re-
quirements for the property to be 
considered a historical landmark. 
The commission cited the impact 
of the house on the historic neigh-
borhood, the significance of the 
architects Loebl and Schlossman, 
and the detail and design of the 
French Eclectic house for issuing 

a demolition delay. 
The delay expired in 2009, but 

the house was not torn down and 
was sold to Steve and Elise, who 
applied for a demolition permit. 
The commission discussed the 
application during its recent June 
12 meeting, found that the prop-
erty still met the standards to be 
considered a historical landmark, 
and issued a demolition delay un-
til April 15, 2015. 

Elise and Steven, represented 
by attorney Douglas Wexler, filed 
an appeal to the City Council to 
reduce the demolition delay from 
365 days to 180 days, citing that 
the previous owner applied for a 
demolition permit unbeknownst 
to the Dayans and the Dayans 
were never advised that the de-
molition permit was ready to be 
picked up. The appeal also cited 
that the Dayans have also sold the 
house to a buyer, which will close 
on April 7, 2015, who also intend 
to demolish the house upon the 
expiration of the 365-day re-
view period. 

“This delay serves no useful 
purpose at this juncture, because 
the next person in the house ... 
will [knock down] the house,” 
Wexler said. “The commission 
determined they liked the house, 
but that doesn’t have anything to 
do with whether the delay should 
stay in effect. My only recourse is 
to ask you to shorten the delay to 
six months.”

The City Council found that the 
Historic Preservation Commis-
sion’s standards for demolition 
delay were correctly applied. 

The council then moved to re-
duce the demolition delay for 
the property at 310 Cedar Ave. 
to 180 days, but it was rejected 
5-2, with council members Kim 
Stone, Daniel Kaufman, Anthony 
Blumberg, Alyssa Knobel and 
Mayor Nancy Rotering dissent-
ing and council members Paul 
Frank and Michelle Holleman 
approving. The 365-day demoli-
tion delay will remain in effect 
for the property.


