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Lake Forest High 
School junior 
Kelly Page plays 
Jo March, the 
main character 
and narrator in 
“Little Women,” 
which will be 
performed 
Thursday-
Saturday, Oct. 
15-17 in the 
Raymond Moore 
Auditorium at 
the school. NICKI 
KOETTING/22ND 
CENTURY MEDIA
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Coming of age 
LFHS fall play ‘Little 

Women’ represents 

beginning, ending 

for lead, director

NICKI KOETTING, Editor

Lake Forest High School’s 
stage adaptation of “Little 
Women” not only tells the 
classic Louisa May Alcott 
story detailing the lives of 
four sisters — Meg, Jo, Beth 
and Amy March — as they 
mature from girls to women 
during the U.S. Civil War 
era, but it serves as both a 
beginning and an ending to 
a career in theater.

“Little Women,” which 
will be performed in the 
school’s Raymond Moore 
Auditorium at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day-Sunday, Oct. 15-17, is 
director Karen Topham’s 
37th and final play at the 
school. In 2016, she will, as 
she said, “graduate with this 
year’s graduating class,” af-
ter 33 years of teaching and 
directing shows at LFHS.

Topham chose “Little 
Women” as her final pro-
duction at the high school 
for several reasons, one 
of which was that she was 
looking for a play with many 
parts for her female students.

“When I looked for a play 
to do for my last play, I had 
a lot of criteria in mind, and 
one of them, of course, was 
the dynamics of the group 
who was going to be act-
ing,” Topham said. “There 
are a lot of girls in our acting 
troupe, so I was looking for 
something with a lot of good 
female parts.

“I asked the kids last 
spring for some suggestions 
of what they would like to 
do, and one of the sugges-
tions was ‘Little Women,’ 
the musical, so it put ‘Little 

Women’ in my mind.”
Topham decided against 

the musical version, as it was 
too complicated a concept 
for the fall show, but the idea 
to perform “Little Women” 
was stuck in her head. 

Then she remembered 
that one of her former stu-
dents, LFHS alumna Ann 
Noble (Class of ‘89), wrote 
her own adaptation of “Little 
Women” a few years ago. It 
premiered at Citadel Theatre 
in 2012.

“Ann and I have a long 
relationship,” Topham said. 
“She was one of my stu-
dents, and she was the star 
of the very first play I did 
here [at LFHS], which was 
‘Crimes of the Heart.’ In 
1997, I did the first amateur 
production of her play ‘And 
Neither Have I Wings to 
Fly,’ which was a huge hit 
in Chicago and elsewhere ... 
here on this stage. She came 
in and helped direct it. 

“My first play was with 
Ann, one of the best plays 
I did was with Ann, and 
I thought, what a great 
way to bookend my career 
with Ann.”

Topham re-read Noble’s 
version of “Little Women,” 
and decided to go with it as 
her final play before retire-
ment. She found it amusing 
that after decades of direct-
ing “edgy plays,” she said, 
her final decision was a de-
cidedly non-edgy, coming-
of-age tale.

“I’ve done a lot of kinds 
of plays in my career, but I 
have a reputation for push-
ing envelopes,” Topham 
said. “One thing I’ve never 
done in my whole career 
of 37 plays is a completely 
family-friendly play. [But] it 
fit every parameter I had.”

Lake Forest High School’s 
“Little Women” not only 
represents an end to a long, 

fulfilling career in teaching 
theater for Topham, to some, 
it is also a first foray into the 
acting world. 

Kelly Page was always 
interested in theater, but she 
had never acted before in her 
life until she auditioned for 
“Little Women.” 

“I’ve always had a con-
nection to ‘Little Women,’ 
because I read it when I was 
really little, when I was in 
second grade,” she said. 
“The story attracted me to 
being a part of it, and I want-
ed to try something new.”

The junior said she had 
mixed feelings at first about 
auditioning, because she was 
busy with classes and other 
extracurricular activities.

“I got here late [for audi-
tions], because I was at home 
and I was like, wait, this is 
wrong, I should be audition-
ing for ‘Little Women,’” 
Page said. “I rushed here, 
and it was halfway through 
the first day of auditions, and 
I was like ‘Is it too late?’ and 
it wasn’t.”

Page ended up landing 
the lead role of Jo March, 

which she said made her 
both “overjoyed and real-
ly scared.”

“It was a big surprise,” she 
said. “I was hoping I could 
make it in at all. ... It’s been 
nerve-wracking; there’s been 
a lot of stress, but I think I’ll 
come out of it a much bet-
ter actor. There’s a sense 
of accomplishment having 
learned all those lines. I real-
ly feel like I’ve come a long 
way and I’m excited to be a 
part of theater in the future.”

In Noble’s version of the 
play, Jo is the narrator of 
the story, telling the tale of 
the March sisters from the 
perspective of a 25-year-old 
looking back on her life. 

The show has a dream-
esque feel, reflected in the 
set design, Topham said.

“I saw it as a memory 
play. The memories come 
in bits and pieces like in a 
dream; they’re not in fully 
formed units,” she said. 
“The rooms in dreams aren’t 
fully formed, [but they] blur 
out in edges. That’s exactly 
what we’re doing. We’re go-
ing to show the parts of the 

rooms that matter. There’s 
going to be times in this play 
where the whole stage is 
blank except for a few pieces 
of furniture.”

Gracie Stockton’s part in 
“Little Women” was also 
a first. The junior plays 
Marmee, the mother of the 
March girls. 

“This is a very matronly 
role, and I’ve never had 
that before,” she said. “It’s 
one of the most challenging 
roles I’ve had. It’s a very 
emotional role, and there’s 
a lot of story you have to 

piece together in your head 
to be able to feed it and 
make sense. It’s hard, but I 
enjoy it.

“Everyone has gained a 
ton of confidence and expe-
rience, and it’s going to be a 
fantastic show, because of all 
the work everyone’s put in.”

“Little Women” will pre-
miere at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 15, in Lake Forest High 
School’s Raymond Moore 
Auditorium. 

For more information, 
visit www.lakeforestschools.
org/lfhs.

Marmee (right), played by Gracie Stockton, comforts her 
daughter Jo (Page), in a “Little Women” scene.

Laurie (left), played by Ryan McKiernan, talks to Jo March, played by Kelly Page, during a rehearsal of “Little Women,” 
which will be performed Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 15-17, in Lake Forest High Schoolʼs Raymond Moore Auditorium. PHOTOS 
BY NICKI KOETTING/22ND CENTURY MEDIA


