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City gears up for Independence Day festivities
STAFF REPORT

The Friends of Lake Forest 
Parks and Recreation Foun-
dation will host the ninth an-
nual Festival and Fireworks 
event on the Fourth of July at 
Deerpath Park. 

“Besides the amazing fire-
works, great food, drinks and 
family fun, we’re excited 
to announce ‘Wynonna and 
the Big Noise’ as our fea-
tured musical act along with 
Chicago’s country band ‘Six 
String Crossing’ as the open-
er,” said Mark Milliman, the 
foundation’s president.  

The fun starts at 6 p.m., 
when the opening band 
“Six String Crossing” takes 
the stage. The main head-
liner, “Wynonna and the 
Big Noise” begins at 8 p.m. 
Then at approximately 9:40 
p.m., arguably the great-
est fireworks display on the 
North Shore will begin filling 
the skies. 

Families can bring in 
their own food and bever-
ages, or purchase food at the 
event. A variety of food, side 
dishes, desserts, beer, wine, 
soft drinks and water will be 
available for sale.  

On-site parking is avail-
able for $25 along with 
parking at the Union Pacific 
North line Lake Forest train 
station which is a five-minute 
walk from the festival.

For those who only want 
to watch the fireworks, the 
gates will open prior to the 
fireworks display. Note that 
all food, drinks, admission 
and parking will only accept 
cash, no debit or credit cards. 

Sponsorships by Lake For-
est Bank and Trust and Fields 
Auto Group helps to make 
this an affordable and family-
friendly event. Tickets are 
$15 for Lake Forest/Lake 
Bluff residents and are $20 
for non-residents. Tickets can 
be purchased prior to June 15 
by visiting www.FriendsLF-
PR.org or at the Recreation 
Center business office start-
ing June 16.   

A “buy three, get one free” 

promotion is running online 
until June 15. A VIP fam-
ily package – including food, 
beverages, and premier park-
ing, is also available.

Proceeds from the event 
help support the enhancement 
of the Lake Forest Parks and 
Recreation Department’s pro-
grams, services, facilities and 
need-based activity scholar-

ships for families in the com-
munity. Through funds raised 
by tax-deductible donations, 
the Fred Jackson Annual 
Golf Classic and Festival and 
Fireworks events, the Friends 
have provided substantial 
funding dedicated to beautify 
parks, make structural im-
provements and expand rec-
reational programming.  

Tom Beck reflects on LB legacy 
NICKI KOETTING, Editor

Tom Beck isn’t sure what 
his legacy at Lake Bluff El-
ementary School will be.

The art and drama teacher 
for 26 years at the school is 
retiring in June, and, when 
asked what he will be known 
for after he’s gone, he paused.

“I haven’t really thought 
about it,” he said.

Then he began reminisc-
ing. 

“We do a ceramic project 
in third grade, a sun sculp-
ture,” he said. “[The kids] 
design a face on the sun, with 
an expression on it — smil-
ing, frowning, etc. I have 
been here for 26 years, and 
on average have 100 third-
graders a year, [so] there’s 
about 2,600 sun faces in the 
village of Lake Bluff.

“I keep thinking — what 
would happen if 1,000 years 
from now archaeologists 
would dig in Lake Bluff 
and find sun faces?” Beck 
said, laughing. “What would 
they think?”

Beck was being mod-
est. Over his 26-year career 
at LBES, Beck, a Golden 
Apple award-winner, has 
not only created ubiquitous 
art projects that almost ev-
eryone who has grown up or 
raised children in Lake Bluff 
can remember; he also kick-
started the drama program 
at the elementary school and 
launched the original one-act 
play shows that every third-, 
fourth- and fifth-grade stu-
dent at the school participates 
in every year.

He created the one-act play 
shows — “Be Our Guest” 
in the winter and “Show 
Time” in the spring — back 
at West School, before LBES 
even existed. 

“There wasn’t much of a 
drama program in the ele-
mentary school [at the time],” 
Beck said. “I developed a 
play with student ideas, de-
signed costumes, and adapt-
ed it to the classroom setting. 

“I was able to put together a 
show, and took it from there. 
[I] made it fit a 30-minute 
class session a week. I made 
it work for the elementary 
[school] level at Lake Bluff.” 

At the time, there were 
people in the Lake Bluff 
community who doubted that 
elementary school kids could 
memorize lines and act and 
move on the stage, Beck said. 

“It was a vaudeville show, 
and the kids were doing 
‘Who’s on First.’ The kids did 
it perfectly,” he said. “There 
were folks who thought that 
the kids were too young to do 
this sort of thing, and when 
[they finished], I thought, 
‘Wow, they can do it.’ That 
was gratifying.”

Beck said that what he 
loves the most about teach-
ing drama at LBES is that the 
program is student-driven. 
He’s been busy preparing for 
the fifth-graders’ one-act play 
extravaganza, “Show Time,” 
which will run on Thursday, 
May 28.

“I work with the kids to 
write the story ideas for the 
plays, then they audition for 
them, and they’re acting out 
characters and situations cre-
ated by students,” he said. 
“It’s really fun to see them 
take ownership of their play. 
They really want to do well. 
It’s fun to work with them be-
cause they want to do them.”

His students, though, are 

sad to see him leave.
“The hardest part for me 

this year is hearing the kids 
saying, ‘You’re not going to 
be here next year? Are we 
still doing plays? Can’t you 
stay one more year?’” Beck 
said. “The whole school year, 
two or three times a week 
kids would ask me that.”

As for his true legacy 
at Lake Bluff Elementary 
School, Beck just wants his 
past and current students to 
use what they’ve learned un-
der his tutelage. 

“I’m hoping that I’ve giv-
en the students here a good 
foundation in experiences in 
art. I hope their experiences 
in drama have given them 
the tools they need, if they 
choose to continue acting, 
as they go to middle school 
and high school, they apply 
what they’ve learned here on 
the stage.

“I love working here. It’s 
been a good 26 years. It has 
been a wonderful experi-
ence.”

Beck isn’t going to stop 
teaching drama anytime 
soon, though. His retirement 
will include continuing to 
run the children’s theater pro-
gram at the Gorton Commu-
nity Center with his wife Sue.

“I’m not going cold tur-
key,” Beck said, laughing. 
“I’m not going to stop teach-
ing [yet]. It’s going to be a 
slow slide into retirement.”

Lake Bluff Elementary School art and drama teacher Tom 
Beck, pictured here with his students, is retiring at the end 
of a long career at the school. PHOTO SUBMITTED
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set up their lawn chairs and blankets. They must leave 

the park once their equipment is set up.

SPONSORS WANTED

For more information, Contact:
(847) 272-4565 or visit
22ndcenturymedia.com/events
!"#$ 22CMEvents

Join 22nd Century Media as they honor top high school 
athletes at the Team 22 Athletic Banquet on June 25 at 
the Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel in 
Northbrook.

Sponsorships are available for $100 and up. 

Get your message out to local athletes and their families!


