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Becoming one again
Woodlands Academy 

dedicates newly expanded 

campus in Lake Forest

NICKI KOETTING, Editor

Woodlands Academy and Barat Col-
lege have always had a long and en-
twined history.

In 1858, the Convent of the Sacred 
Heart first opened on Wabash Avenue 
in Chicago. It moved to Lake Forest in 
1904. In 1918, Barat College, named 
after the Society of the Sacred Heart 
founder St. Madeleine Sophie Barat, 
opened as an extension of the convent’s 
offerings. Both convent and Barat stu-
dents attended classes in the Old Main 
building on campus. 

Then, in 1961, the elementary and 
secondary school at Barat, then known 
as the Academy of the Sacred Heart, 
moved from the Old Main building on 
campus into its present facility across 
the ravine and adopted its current name, 
Woodlands Academy. 

Woodlands Academy evolved over 
the years until it became what it is known 
for today, a college preparatory day and 
boarding high school for young women.

The two neighboring schools happily 
co-existed until Barat College closed 
in 2005.

The 23-acre parcel of land that was 
once home to the college sat dormant 
for years, until it was purchased by an 
anonymous donor and deeded to Wood-
lands on Dec. 12, 2012 — St. Madeleine 
Sophie Barat’s birthday. 

This year, after three years of con-
struction and many more of a shared 
history, the two campuses were joined 
together again.

Woodlands Academy celebrated the 
rededication and blessing of its new, 41-
acre expanded campus, on Friday, Sept. 
18, with a ceremony and an open house 
celebration.

“Today is a very special day for 
our community,” Woodlands Head of 
School Meg Steele said during the dedi-
cation ceremony. “Woodlands Acad-
emy and Barat College share a long 
and common history. At times, we have 
shared a building and at others we ex-
isted as neighbors. When Barat closed, 

there was a sense of palpable loss in the 
Woodlands community and our home 
has felt incomplete. Happily, today we 
celebrate the rejoining of this land as 
one campus.”

The expanded Woodlands campus 
contains two new athletic fields — a 
softball diamond and a field for soccer 
and field hockey — and a community 
walking path, which will be completed 
in spring 2016. 

The construction also saw the cu-
pola from Barat College’s Old Main 
building, which was removed during 
the building’s demolition, being re-
stored to serve as the focal point for the 
Woodlands’ new Barat cupola garden. 
The garden will serve as a meditative 
space for both Lake Forest residents and 
Woodlands students.

Barat College’s former Cooney Li-
brary building was repurposed for the 
expanded campus as well, with 95 per-
cent of its materials being recycled into 
Woodlands’ new Gloria Dei Center, for 
use both by the school and the Lake For-
est community as a center for retreats, 
speakers and events.

Woodlands Academy Board of Trust-
ees Chairwoman Barbara Wood-Prince 
said that the school hasn’t entirely made 
up its mind as to how it will use the new, 
20,000-square-foot Gloria Day Center 

space. She spoke about the center being 
used for conferences and retreats, even 
Lake Forest Symphony concerts.

“This space is so big, we can start 
a boys school,” Wood-Prince joked. 
“We’re just at the very beginning of 
trying to figure this out, and we’re not 
at a loss for ideas, but we have to be 
very careful about how we go forward 
[with the center]. It has to help the 
[school’s] mission.” 

The day of the expanded campus re-
dedication, which the Lake Forest City 
Council proclaimed as “Woodlands 
Academy of the Sacred Heart Day,” 
served as a coming home of sorts for 
Barat College alumni, Woodlands Acad-
emy students and alumnae, and Lake 
Forest community members. 

Woodlands senior and student body 
president Madelyn Morris said that see-
ing the transformation of Woodlands 
from her freshman to senior years has 
been particularly exciting. 

“We’ve gotten to see what [the cam-
pus] was like before and after [the con-
struction], and it’s almost better than 
the original,” she said. “We’ve seen the 
whole progression of it, the transforma-
tion, and it’s really cool. It’s a really 
great experience for the whole school.

“We’re excited for it. Too bad 
we’re leaving.”

The dedication ceremony for Woodlands Academyʼs 41-acre, expanded campus 
on Sept. 18 took place in front of the new Gloria Dei Center, repurposed from 
Barat Collegeʼs Cooney Library. MARISSA HOWE/WOODLANDS ACADEMY

Woodlands Academy of the Sacred Heart Head of School 
Meg Steele speaks during the schoolʼs expanded campus 
dedication ceremony on Friday, Sept. 18. WOODLANDS 
ACADEMY
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