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A crane sits along the shore at Rosewood Beach in Highland Park, where renovation and restoration efforts are underway. Nicki koettiNg/22Nd ceNtury Media
INSET: Pictured is the proposed layout of the new Rosewood Beach. iMage SubMitted
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Highland Park officials tour Rosewood 
Beach, view construction progress
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

Since October 2013, 
Rosewood Beach has been 
through a massive overhaul.

But it isn’t done yet.
The Rosewood Beach 

construction project, spear-
headed by the Park District of 
Highland Park and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
encompasses both a park dis-
trict infrastructure update and 
a beach expansion and eco-
logical restoration project. 

The infrastructure project 
includes building a beach-
front Interpretive Center, 
where park district and 
school classes and camps 
will be held, and a guard 
house, concession and rest-
room building. 

The second prong of the 
two-part Rosewood Beach 
project is a rejuvenation of 
the beach, ravine and bluff 
ecosystems, in order to pre-
vent erosion and re-introduce 
natural vegetation and river 
flow to Lake Michigan.

On the morning of July 21, 
more than 30 officials from 
the City, school districts 112 
and 113, the Park District of 
Highland Park  and Illinois 
state legislators were treated 
to a tour of the Rosewood 
Beach construction progress. 

Park District Board Presi-
dent Scott Meyers began the 
tour with enthusiastic open-
ing remarks.

“We’re thrilled today to 
give you a sneak peek at a 
Highland Park community 
dream that is on its way to 
becoming a reality,” Mey-
ers said. “When Rosewood 
Beach reopens next summer, 
it will be a new and truly 
unique educational experi-
ence and recreational des-
tination that is befitting of 
Highland Park, our beautiful 
shoreline and our community 

for generations to come.
“Recreational visitors will 

enjoy a wider, deeper, fully 
nourished and protected 
beach as well as improved ra-
vine pathways, a beachfront 
boardwalk and convenient 
restroom and concession 
amenities. This critical work 
will ensure that the beach, 
bluff and ravine will continue 
to thrive for years to come.”

The Highland Park offi-
cials were then led on a tour 
of the Rosewood Beach con-
struction. The group walked 
down the ravine pathway to 
the beach, stopping along the 
way to hear about the restora-
tion of the ravine ecosystems.

Many non-native, inva-
sive species of trees were 

removed from the ravines in 
order to restore thousands of 
native plants to the area, Park 
District Director of Parks and 
Planning Rick Stumpf said.

The native vegetation re-
generates on its own much 
better than species from other 
countries, which is important 
not only for the local fauna, 
but also for the stability of the 
ravine itself.

“[The ravine] collects 
more water than Mother 
Nature intended,” Stumpf 
said, pointing at the stream 
of water flowing through the 
ravine below. “During heavy 
rain, we get a lot of water and 
a lot of erosion. Whatever 
we can do to maintain these 
bluffs and slopes with that 

native vegetation [to] hold it 
in place ... we’re going to be 
far better off [that way].” 

Another part of the natural 
rehabilitation of the ravines 
is recreating a waterway 
between the river that runs 
through the ravine to Lake 
Michigan. As the river pass-
es through the vegetation in 
the ravine, it becomes much 
cleaner, picks up more oxy-
gen and creates a natural fish 
passage and fish spawning 
area to Lake Michigan.

These ecological restora-
tion projects will be paid 
for through the Great Lakes 
Fishery and Ecosystem Res-
toration program. GLFER 
authorizes federal funding 
for the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers to carry out 
this project. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers will pay 
approximately $4.68 million 
for the GLFER projects and 
the Park District will fund 
approximately $2.5 million 
of them.

As for the beach itself, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers are currently removing 
the existing steel groynes 
and constructing new break-
waters, with a combination 
of stone and sheet pile. The 
new breakwaters will extend 
200 feet from the bluff to the 
lake and create three beach 
cells. Approximately 95,000 
tons of sand will be added to 
the beach, which started on 
July 23, elevating the sand to 
about 4 feet higher than it is 
currently and about twice as 
far out as it was before, said 
Tom Keno of John Keno and 

Company Inc., the contrac-
tor for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

The park district infra-
structure project, on the other 
hand, will consist of the 1,960 
square-foot Interpretive Cen-
ter — which will be heated 
and cooled geothermally — 
and three other small build-
ings. The buildings will be 
connected to each other by a 
wooden boardwalk. 

David Woodhouse Ar-
chitects designed the build-
ings to be low in profile and 
tucked next to the bluffs so 
as to not impede residents’ 
views of the shoreline or 
the lake. 

The Interpretive Center 
will be used mostly for edu-
cational purposes, and 23 
classes from Highland Park’s 
school districts are already 

news

(Left to right) Township High School District 113 Board of Education President Marjie 
Sandlow, Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering, City Councilwomen Alyssa Knobel 
and Michelle Holleman listen to Park District of Highland Park Board President Scott 
Meyers’s introduction to the Rosewood Beach construction project tour. phoTos by nicki 
koeTTing/22nd cenTury media

Park District Director of Parks and Planning Rick Stumpf 
led the tour of the Rosewood Beach construction project. 
He is pictured explaining one part of the project.

Park District Board President Scott Meyers began the 
Rosewood Beach tour by giving an overview of the Park 
District’s vision for the finished Rosewood Beach.

Please see rosewood, 9
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Police RePoRts

Construction materials stolen from business
Police are investigating a 

report of a theft. It was re-
ported at 9:19 a.m. on July 
18 that scaffolding, braces 
and other construction ma-
terials were taken overnight 
from a business located in 
the 3100 block of Skokie 
Valley Road. 

in other police news:
HigHland Park 
July 20
• Adam Teverbaugh, 39, of 
Steger, was charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license 
and speeding at 10:40 p.m. 
in the 2600 block of Skokie 
Valley Road. Teverbaugh was 
released on bond pending an 
Aug. 27 court date. 
• Police are investigating 
a report of theft. An un-
known person stole a black 
Trek Road Bike 1000 from 
the intersection of St. Johns 
and Roger Williams avenues 
sometime between 8:45 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. 

July 19
• Ross Samotny, 32, of the 
900 block of Augusta Way, 
Highland Park, was charged 
with driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, improper lane 
usage, driving with expired 
registration, failing to signal 
a lane change and speeding at 

2:49 a.m. in the 100 block of 
Skokie Valley Road. Samotny 
was released on bond pending 
a Sept. 5 court date. 
• Breanna Coleman, 18, of 
Waukegan, was charged 
with speeding 35 mph over 
the limit, driving with no 
valid driver’s license and 
possession of cannabis at 
7:52 a.m. in the 1900 block 
of Skokie Valley Road. 

July 18
• Nicholas Kobitter, 24, of 
Libertyville, was charged 
with unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance (heroin) 
and unlawful delivery of a 
controlled substance at 12:38 
a.m. after police responded to 
an anonymous report of sus-
picious activity in a parking 
lot located in the 1400 block 
of Park Avenue West. Kobit-
ter was transported to bond 
court pending a court date. 
• Kulach Kazmirez, 41, of 
Chicago, was charged with 
driving with a revoked li-
cense and driving with over-
weight on his registration at 
4:35 p.m. in the 900 block of 
Deerfield Road.  

July 17
• John Troller, 19, Roxanne 
Massar, 19, Lucy Lincoln, 
19, and Andrew Clifford, 

19, all of Lake Forest, were 
cited for consumption of al-
cohol by a minor at 12:25 
a.m. after a vehicle they 
were passengers in was 
stopped by police in the 
2600 block of Skokie Valley 
Road. They are all expected 
in administrative court on 
Aug. 7. 
• Zachary Michelsen, 21, of 
Libertyville, was charged 
with driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and open 
transportation of alcohol at 
5:22 a.m. in the 1400 block of 
Park Avenue West. 

July 16
• Benjamin Zisook, 20, of 
Chicago, was cited for pos-
session of alcohol by a minor 
at 7:10 p.m. while attending 
Ravinia Festival in the 200 
block of St. Johns Avenue. 

July 15
• Police are investigating a 
report of a burglary from a 
motor vehicle. Sometime be-
tween July 11 and July 14 a 
black iPad 2 in a black case 
was taken from an unsecured 
company car while parked in 
the 1400 block of Old Deer-
field Road. 

HigHwood
July 20
• Javier Cano-Osio, 32, of 
the 200 block of Evolution 
Avenue, Highwood, was 
charged with driving with a 
revoked license, driving with 
no insurance and possession 
of less than 30 grams of can-
nabis at 3:07 a.m. in the 10 
block of Webster Avenue. 

July 17
• Michelle Vasquez, 19, of 
the 1200 block of Central 
Avenue, Highland Park and 
Mikayla Bernardi, 20, of 
the 700 block of Elm Place, 
Highland Park, were cited 
for possession of alcohol by 
a minor at 3:30 a.m. in the 
600 block of Sheridan Road. 
Vazquez and Bernardi are 
expected in administrative 
court on Aug. 19. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The High-
land Park Landmark’s Police 
Reports are compiled from of-
ficial reports emailed from the 
Highland Park Police Depart-
ment headquarters in Highland 
Park and found on file at the 
Highwood Police Department. 
Individuals named in these 
reports are considered innocent 
of all charges until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Highwood police warn of phone scam
Staff RepoRt

The Highwood Police 
Department has recently re-
ceived a report of a ComEd-
related phone scam.

The caller informed the 
business owner that their ac-

count was overdue and that 
their power would be shut 
off if they didn’t make a pay-
ment immediately. Remem-
ber that no utility company 
would call someone directly 
to collect. Do not share any 
personal or banking infor-

mation. 
Highwood Police encour-

ages its residents to report 
any such activities and to 
be aware of any calls that 
advise them to give a credit 
card or banking information 
to pay off a debt.

Full Circle architects moves to HP
Staff RepoRt

After several years in 
Northbrook, Full Circle 
Architects is excited to an-
nounce that it has moved 
back to its place of ori-
gin — Highland Park. The 
new office is located in 
the Ravinia neighborhood, 
a pedestrian-friendly area 
that is conveniently located 
on a major commuter train 
line. The new office is a 
showpiece of contempo-
rary design that emphasiz-
es Full Circle’s belief that 
both housing and office fa-

cilities can integrate indoor 
and outdoor space to create 
higher functioning envi-
ronments. The new office 
also has been designed to 
accommodate large gather-
ings.  

Full Circle looks for-
ward to seeing you at future 
seminars, workshops and 
“edutainment” events.

For more information 
about Full Circle, 737 St. 
Johns Ave., Highland Park, 
visit www.fullcirclearchi-
tects.com or email dan@
fullcirclearchitects.com. 
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scheduled to come down 
next year to take part in edu-
cational programs regarding 
the various ecosystems in 
and around Lake Michigan.

The Park District infra-
structure project totals ap-
proximately $4.8 million 
and is paid for through a 
combination of five grants 
and park district reserves.

Rosewood Beach is slated 
to open next summer. 

Meyers is excited about 
the Rosewood Beach con-
struction project, but, most 
importantly, he is thrilled that 
Rosewood Beach is a product 
of Highland Park residents, 
for Highland Park residents. 
“This [design] of Rosewood 
Beach is not the design from 

the Park District Board or the 
Park District,” Meyers said. 
“This is the design from the 
people of Highland Park.”

Mayor Nancy Rote-
ring is equally enthusiastic 
about the beach construc-
tion progress. 

“It [is] a beach we all went 
to when we were little, and 
I’m just so excited to see 
how the shoreline is going 
to be restored and replen-
ished,” Rotering said. “It’s 
going to be a totally wonder-
ful amenity for the commu-
nity. I was a council liason to 
the Design Review Commis-
sion when that project was 
[started] — that’s how long 
it’s been in the works — so 
just seeing the concepts, and 
now seeing it being execut-
ed, is so exciting.”

rosewood
From Page 4


