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Gerald Field, owner of 
Field Violin Workshop 
in Ravinia, poses 
with a selection 
of the violins he 
has created. Nicki 
koettiNg/22Nd ceNtury 
Media
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Violin workshop still stringing along after 23 years
Nicki koettiNg, Assistant editor

Gerald Field walks 
around his violin store, 
Field Violin Workshop in 
Ravinia, and holds up a vi-
ola placed on a piano in the 
middle of the room. 

“I just finished this vio-
la,” Field said. 

It took about 200 hours to 
make the instrument from 
scratch, and the end result 
amazed him. He begins 
to play “Happy Birthday” 
on it. 

“It sounds great,” Field 
said. “I was amazed at how 
good it sounds. I don’t want 
to sell it. ... That’s [a] thing, 
getting attached to the in-
struments [I make]. It’s 
almost a problem — you 
don’t want to sell an instru-
ment you [made].”

Field has made hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of 
string instruments such as 
the viola he was holding 
over the years. In his work-
shop, which has existed in 
its Highland Park location 
since 1991, he makes and 
sells violins, violas and cel-
los, and restores and repairs 
old or broken string instru-
ments as well.

Like many violin makers, 
Field was a violin player be-
fore he began crafting vio-
lins. He began playing the 
violin when he was 6 years 
old, when he was growing 
up in Chicago.

“Someone came into 
[my] classroom and said, 
‘Who wants to play a musi-
cal instrument?’” Field said. 
“And I raised my hand. I 
didn’t even know what a 
musical instrument was — I 
heard the word ‘music’ and 
it sounded good.”

When Field soon came 
home with a violin, his 
parents were surprised, but 
they signed him up for pri-

vate violin lessons. It was 
love at first play.

Field played the violin in 
Europe in a few bands for 
several years, even work-
ing as a strolling violinist at 
one point. When he moved 
back to Chicago and start-
ed working at a publishing 
company downtown while 
also working as a musician, 
he learned that the city was 
getting its first school of 
violin making. 

“I was very interested in 
learning [about violin mak-
ing],” Field says.

Field enrolled in what 
was then known as the Ken-
neth Warren & Son School 
of Violin Making, now the 
Chicago School of Violin 
Making, in 1975. 

“For me, it was the perfect 
thing to do,” he said. “I re-
ally loved it from day one.”

When Field was in his 
third year at the violin mak-
ing school, he met his wife, 
Jutta, a first year at the 
school, and after graduating 
and getting married, they 
established the Field Vio-
lin Workshop in 1979, lo-

cated in Evanston and then 
Lake Forest, until settling in 
Highland Park 23 years ago. 

Jutta mostly handles the 
business side of the work-
shop, while Gerald mainly 
creates and repairs the in-
struments. 

When the Fields first 
started the worshop, craft-
ing and selling violins, 
violas and cellos was the 
only service their business 
offered, until they realized 
that the demand for repair-
ing and restoring instru-
ments is greater. 

“When I got into the world 
I realized, and I found out as 
most violin makers do, that 
the call [now] is more for 
[violin] restoration, repair 
and maintenance,” Field 
said. “Keeping up the art 
of violin making is a chal-
lenge.”

So they adjusted. Gerald 
Field studied the restoration 
and repair of bow-string 
instruments for four sum-
mers at Oberlin College 
and the University of New 
Hampshire, and added re-
pair and restoration to the 

list of Field Violin Work-
shop’s services. 

While repairing and 
maintaining old instru-
ments is Field’s predomi-
nant activity nowadays, he 
still finds time to make vio-
lins and other instruments 
from scratch. 

“I usually have quite a 
few projects going on at 
once,” Field said.

The violin-making busi-
ness isn’t exactly lucrative, 
Field said, but Field Vio-
lin Workshop’s business is 
going well and they have 
steady clientèle. 

“People know to trust us 
with some fine instruments 
to take care of,” Field said. 
“[In the future] I look for-
ward to seeing more fine 
instruments, helping peo-
ple get started [and] taking 
care of instruments. I look 
forward to doing the same 
thing, but I’d like to do 
more violin making.”

What’s evident is that al-
though making and repair-
ing violins is time-consum-
ing, Field loves his work. 

“I like almost every stage 

of [violin making],” Field 
said. “I like turning a piece 
of blank wood into a musi-
cal instrument. You can look 
at a blank piece of material 
and you can imagine the fi-
nal product. You see it in the 
wood before you even start. 
... I like seeing that transfor-
mation — transforming the 

raw materials into a violin. 
“It’s a great experience to 

play the instrument after it’s 
been strung out for the first 
time. ... You’re so involved 
in the instrument, at every 
stage [when] you’re build-
ing an instrument. When it’s 
finally done, it’s almost like 
a miracle.”

“You’re so involved in the 
instrument, at every stage [when] 
you’re building an instrument. 
When it’s finally done, it’s almost 
like a miracle.”
Gerald Field — Field Violin Workshop owner on 
making violins

Field plays the viola he just finished making on Sept. 25 at 
Field Violin Workshop. 

Field shows off the beginnings of a viola.

Gerald Field, who owns Field Violin Workshop in Ravinia along with his wife, Jutta, begins 
rehairing a violin bow in his workshop. Field Violin Workshop has existed in Ravinia since 
1991, and in the Chicago area since 1979. phOtOs by nicki kOetting/22nd century media 


